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This CPD module is the thirteenth of a
series which summarises the existing
sources of best practice guidance on
sustainable building design. These
modules do not attempt to repeat what
other documents contain, except to
summarise the most important
sustainability issues.
Each module provides information on
critical aspects of a particular topic and
sources of further guidance by way of an
annotated bibliography. The case studies
highlight best practice solutions to
improve understanding and encourage
implementation. Each module is
supplemented by seminars that provide
an opportunity to discuss design projects
in interdisciplinary groups with peers and
specialists.

Sustainable Building Design
Achieving sustainability requires us to
livewithin the limits of the earth’s
capacity to provide the materials for our
activities and to absorb the waste and
pollution which our activities generate.
The construction, fit out, operation and
ultimate demolition of buildings is a huge
factor in human impact on the
environment both directly - through
material and energy consumption and the
consequent pollution and waste - and
indirectly - through the pressures on often
inefficient infrastructure. There is already
a significant amount of information
available to all professions on how to
design buildings which are attentive to
the needs of sustainable construction.
However, most practice still falls
radically short of applying even the most
easily applicable principles in the
majority of projects. Opportunities which
could bring real advantage are being
missed every day. The result is that
buildings and the industries which supply
designers with products, materials and
services are less efficient, less
economical and more polluting than they
might otherwise be.

Objectives
By the end of this module the reader
should be able to:
• Understand that financial issues in
construction have wide ranging
environmental and social impacts;
• Understand the evolution of ideas
and attitudes to environmental and
social costs underlying criticism of
current economic systems, and policy
responses;
• Be better equipped to inform clients
and other parties of the potential
economic benefits of sustainable
building and how these interact with
environmental and social benefit;
• Understand issues concerned with
cost and their relevance throughout
the building life cycle and beyond;
• Take a pro-active approach to
decisions about cost in relation to
social and environmental impact;
• Make informed decisions to assist
in designing affordable sustainable
buildings at all stages;
• Understand the business case
(responsibilities and benefits) for
engagement with sustainability
initiatives and risks associated with
non-compliance with regulation;
• Understand and be able to access
the guidance, tools and techniques
available for staying abreast of
choices and issues in finance matters.
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"It is unwise to pay too much, but it's
worse to pay too little. When you pay
too much, you lose a little money - that
is all. When you pay too little, you
sometimes lose everything, because the
thing you bought is incapable of doing
the thing it was bought to do.
The common law of business balance
prohibits paying a little and getting a
lot - it can't be done. If you deal with the
lowest bidder, it is well to add something
for the risk you run. And if you do that,
you will have enough to pay for
something better." John Ruskin (1860)
as quoted in Accelerating Change 2002

This module seeks to address the
recurring themes concerned with costs
of sustainable construction against a
backdrop of sustainable development.
These themes, dominated by the
perceived additional cost of sustainable
building and the low perceived value
of environmental and social quality,
have largely prevented positive action
except by the most committed.

The module introduces the background
to evolving attitudes to environmental
and social costs. It describes the
underlying criticism of traditional
economic systems, that put the financial
bottom line before environmental
protection or quality of life, and the
emerging policy responses. It draws on
national and international evidence to
highlight the significant trends in
policy, consumerism and investment
which impact on our built environment.

The module does not seek to revisit the
traditional approaches to construction
cost evaluation covered in most text
books.
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as Affordable Low Allergy Housing by Gaia
Architects.
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Bhutan where the King has decreed Gross
National Happiness to be more important than
Gross Domestic Product. Photo: I.B.Amundsen


